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Aboriginal groups need to play an active part in Aboriginal health to ensure we get it right. Dan Peled/AAP
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The new Health Care Home trials will also involve Aboriginal health services. This 
requires primary health networks to collaborate with these services to build relevant 
patient health-care pathways. How can primary health networks work closely with these 
services? 
What are Aboriginal community-controlled health services? 
Aboriginal community-controlled health services are authorities on primary health care 
and do much more thanjwt deliver clinical. services. Fint established in 1971 and now 
nwnbering 150, they connect with disadvantaged community members, strengthen the 
resilience of the community and provide culturally appropriate comprehensive care. 
Importantly, they foster the participation of Aboriginal communities in their own 
primary health care. 
Aboriginal people have the poorest access to primary health care, shown by their high 
rate of potentially preventable hospitalisations. This statistic measures the rate of 
hospitalisation for health conditions that could have been prevented if primary health 
care was accessible and appropriate. 
Nationally, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in remote location& have seven times 
the rate of potentially preventable hospitalisations compared to non-Indigenous 
Australians. If primary health networks are intent on reducing the high rate of 
preventable hospitalisations in their region, their attention must tum to forming 
partnerships with Aboriginal community-controlled health services. 
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